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" PEOPLE V. RICK DONNER (A mock criminal trial) Summary

Onthe night of Friday, December 14,2001, a break-in occurred at Edward Bigg Senior

ngh School (BHS) a school of approximately 2 000 students located n Kane City,

Ilinois. Inan mdrctment filed on February 13, 2002, Rlck Donner (RD) the 19-year-
| old defendant, was charged with burglary, 720 ILCS 5/19-1 (2001). It was alleged

thathe . w1thout authonty knowmgly entered a bulldmg, known as Edward Brgg High

School, w1th the mtent to cornmrt a theft-thereln . RD was also charged wrth theft 720

ILCS 5/16 1(a)(4) (2001) by "knowmgly obtammg control over property stolen_

from Blgg ngh School a brass comet knowmg the property to have been stolen or

under such circumstances as would reasonably induce him to believe that the property
was stolen, and intending o deprive the owner, Bigg High School, permanently of the

use or benefit of the property;" |

QUICK SUMMARY OF THE CASE: (Provided for the reader’s convenience; the following
summary is pot intended to serve as evidence. Ounly the statements beginning at page 4 have

evidentiary vakie.)

_ FOR THE STATE:

Lynn Bryant (LB) LB the pnnclpal of BHS, was called to the school on the morning after
the break-in. LB will be able to testlfy about the nature of the damage caused as a result of
the break-in and the type and value of the stolen property LB also talked with MP, in early




- January, about the break-in and thereafier called the police.

Melvin (Mildred) Poole (MP): Upon questioning by the police fdilowing an arrest for retail
theft, 15-year-old MP implicated' RD. MP is currently on probation following an

adjudication as a delinquent minor stemming from charges of retail theft.

Kim Ramirez (KR): A 10-year veteran of the Kane City Police Department, KR questio_ned
LB, MP, and later went to RD's house. There, he observed a cornet taken from BHS during.
the Decemberrbreak-in and a computef stimilar to one which had previously been reported
as stolen from BHS in early 2001 following a separate break-in. KR recalls that during
questioning of RD, the latter admitted knowing about the December break-in but denied any

involvement in the incident. KR also observed RD wearing athletic shoes which had a sole-

pattern resembling a shoeprint KR had observed at the scene of the break-in.

FOR THE DEFENDANT:

Herman (Hemuone) Sheppard (HS): HS will testlfy that RD was with him (or her) on the
“night of December 14, 2001.

- Bill (Billie) Ash (BA): A 17-year-old friend of RD's, BA will testify that MP offered to sell,
to several students, some of the property stolen from BHS. When BA asked MP about the
break-in, MP said he broke into BHS "with some older guys," but did not mention RD's
name.

Rick (Ricki) Donner (RD): The 19-year-old defendant, RD will deny committing the break-
~ in and deny knowing anything about it. RD will claim that the cornet was left at his house
by MP and claim to have purchased the computer from MP in the autumn of 2001, after MP

claimed to have purchased it "at a flea market" and upgraded it,




: Stlpulatrons
L Head custod1an for BHS, Charles Pearson, performed a secunty check at the bmldmg at

11; 00 p m, December 14, 2001 and determmed ‘thiat all ‘doors and windows were locked
(Thls strpulauon may be read to the jury durmg the State s case: )

2. For purposes of thls case, the pohce seizure of property at the defendant s house isto be
presumed entlrely n accord with current law dealmg with searches and seizure. ‘There is to

ber no pretnal motion challengmg the pohce drscovery of ewdence at the defendant s house.
3. The pamesmay stipulaté to othér évidence, i‘f'deéi'red; o

1. Photocopy of p:artidl'sﬁo‘epﬁﬁt‘ ST

2. The parties are free to prepare their own exhibits, subject to accepted rules of pretrial
discovery. A team; mtendmg to use an exhibit must so. mform thelr opponent, Who has the

right to inspect the exhibit (or a copy thereof) prior to the trial. Due to secunty concems at
the Kane County Judicial Center, itis strongly urged that exhibits be lmuted to photographs
charts, or_other_- documents rather than _physrcal_ ob_lec_ts o

-




EVIDENCE

Détecti\}e Kim Ramiréz interviewed Lynn Bryant, at the latter's office at BHS, on two
separate 0ccasions. The first occurred at 10:00 a.m. on Dece,mber_ 15, 2001, shortly
after the break-in was discovered. Here are excerpts from Ramirez' .report:
Bryant has been principal at BHS fof 2 Y years.... Thisis the 3¢d break-in this school
year.... LB hasno idea whether acts are related or who might be 'possible suspects. ...
Exterior window of athletic storage room on north side of _b_uildix_ig broken, appears fo
be point of entry.... Interior window to music stofage toom also broken, several
lockers inside Toom forced open.... Three French homs found on floor.... I_nveﬁtory
of missing items, per LB: three violins, one flute, one comet, a Snare drum, twelve
' football jerseys and three basketball warmup outfits § acket_ and pants), all the prop(;rty
of BHS. | |

Ramirez also talked with Bryant on.January 7, 2002, at 3:45 p.m., in the laite'f"S
office, and took note of the following: _

LB had been hearing comments from a nur.nber. 6f students about possible suspects of
the December 19 break-in, and the name Mel Mllie) Pbole was repeatedly mentioned.
¥ After school énded today MP approached LB and asked to talk. MP admitted knowing
| about the break-in and who was invotved. Inresponseto LB's questions, MP identified

“Lips,* "Boz" and Rick Donner. LB did not know the first two individuals, but

recognized Donner as 2 recent BHS giaduate. LB did not recall Donner as being a




. troublemaker when a student at the school ; LB was aware of MP's current juveniie _

record. LB also sa1d he d gotten an estrmate of the damages and loss from the break-in:

damage—$500 00 for broken mndows and $1 47 5 00 for lost mstruments and athletle ;_

apparel.

OnJanuary7, 1 998 at6: 30 p.m.,at the Kane CttyPohce Department Melvm @fl'lfe) N

Poole gave the followmg §tatement to Det. Ramirez:-

My name is Mel (Mﬂhe) Poole and T am- 15-years-old and a freshman at Bigg Hrgh |
Between Thanks gmng and Chnstmas last year, T was runnmg around wrth some older

guys hke LlpS Boz and Rlck Donner I do niot know L1ps or Boz'real names, but they »

hang out together T first met Donner last spnng, ata coneert m St. Charles Over the
summer I‘d run mto hnn sometime at Charlestown Mall:.

Durmg the week after Chnstmas I went to Donner's house on Green Street In the

basement, Donner showed me some mstruments and a couple thmgs I remember ,

seemg some Vlohns drums a sma]l trumpet and some keyboards Some of the thmgs
had cases, some did not Donner sald he LlpS and Boz had gotten the a great deal on
the instruments and wanted to know rf I could heIp sell them to the other krds at school.

_. When I got back to school after the break I asked a bunch of guys 1 knew 1f they were
. interested in the mstruments I then learned about the breakam and ﬁgured out that the

 stuff was hot. I then went to Pn’nerpal Bryant and told hn:n What I knew.

e




-1 did not break into BHS. I was ata friend's house on the night of December 14,

watching some basketball games on T.V. Idon't remember the friend's name.

I am currently on 18 months juvenile probation as a result of a couple of retail thefts

I got caught on in February, 2001, at Spring Hill Mall. Iwas also stopped at the Sears
store at Charles_towﬁ Mall this afternoon for a suspected shoplifting of a pair of jeans.
've agreed to give this statement m return for a promise ﬁdm the State nbt to prosecute
.a violation of my probatibn. “This is the truth.

Feb. 13, 2002 Grand Jury testimony of Officer Kim Ramirez:
(examination by David Doe, Assistant State's Attorney)

Q . Good aftemoon, ofﬁcer, W_ould you please state your name for the record?
A Kim Ramirez. R-A-M-LR-E-Z. |

| Q  What is your occupation?
A

I'm a detective with the Kane City Police Department. I've been with the
department for some 10 years and the last four of them I've been a detective.

Q  Could you tell the ladies and genﬂémen what you did on December 14, 2001, in
relation to the break-in at Bigg High School?

A Well, at about 10:00 a.m., I spoke with the school's principal, Lynn Bryant.
Bryant had no idea who the perpetrators might be. I was led to the suspected
scene of the break-in, which was a window on the north side of the building.

The window, which was really blacked-out glass, was to an athletic storage .

room. There were a couple of muddy shoeprints on the tile floor inside the room
that looked pretty recent in origin.

Q  Was anything missing from that room?
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Most of the equipment was pretty well locked up,. but Bryant told me 111s

inventory showed there to be 12 football jerseys and three basketball warrnup

. outfits rnrssmg
_, Was there auy other damage m51de the school‘? _

. Yes. About 100 yards from the athletic storage room, on the east srde of the

building, a music department storage room had a broken window. A number of

~lockers appeared to have been foroed opet. Bryant sald a ﬂute a comet and a

snare drum were missing.

Did you talk to mydﬁé'_"élée 'on.J anuary 7 afterspeak]ngmth PrmcrpalBryant‘?

After I talked w1th Bryant I drove Mel Poole in ‘my squad car, back to the

Detective Division at the pohce station. ‘Heé told ime he had been ‘associating
with Rick Donner, and was at Donner s house over the Chnstmas hohday

This was atter the date of the break-in at Bigg ngh?

- Yes. Whrle there Donner showed hnn some musmal instruments he said he had
. ‘gotten at a great pnce and wondered rf Poole could help sell thern

- Whatkind of mstruments d1d Poole see‘?

| V1olnls drums a cornet and some electno keyboards

| (by a _]UIOI’) What s Poole hke‘? Was Poole gomg to get a cut from the sale?
He sa1d~—- o

'(by M. Doe) We' re not seekmg any charges agamst Poole.

* % %k




‘What did you do after talking to Poole?

I proceeded to the Donner residence in Kane City. Mrs. Donner, Rick's mother,
answered my knock on the door and let me enter. Rick was not home. Mrs.
Donner consented to my looking around the house. In Rick's bedroom I saw a
brass cornet which Principal Bryant later told me was the one that was taken
during the break-in. There was also a personal computer. By comparing a serial
number found inside the computer’s CPU, I determined that it was one of ten
computers whichhad been taken from the business ed departmcnt at BHS during
a burglary n the early spnng of 2001. :

* ok k.

Did you eventually talk with Rick Donner?

Yes. I saw him on Main Street, at 11:00 that same night. He agreed to*
accompany - me to the police station. At the station, he denied committing the
December 19 break-in at BHS but suggested that I talk with my juvenile
offender department and they could give me the names of likely suspects. He
said the crime was probably committed by some students at BHS. He also said
he bought the computer in his room from a computer geek at BHS named Poole.

* k. %

Donner said he knew Mel Poole, and called him a little geek wﬁh a drug
problem.

Did you observe anything else during your talk with Donner?

The sole pattern on the athletic shoes Donner wore were very similar to the
partial print I photographed inside the football equipment room at BHS on the
morning after the break-in.

" Did you photograph Donnert's shoes?



- A No. He refused to let me n_lake a photo of the shoes or give them to me.

When was Donner arrested?

A I arrested hun on January 13 He adn:utted knowmg about the burglary and said
- thatMel Poolewas involved: He said that Poole would never testify against him
 becaiise Poole would be afraid to be sent to the St. Charles Youth Home for
violating his probation. He said Poole had been hanging. around with him and
left the cornet at his house when he was over one day in late December. Donner
claimed to be ata friend's housé on the night of the burglary but could not give
me this friend's name. Donner also said he had gotten rid of the shoes he wore

on January 7th because he was tlred ofthem. -+ = 0 s X

Statement of Herman.(Hermione). Shem?ard given to private mvestlgator Dick?

Dzamond, Ot Janualy 29 2002 at 10: 00 a.m, at Sheppard’s home in Kane Ctty

'Ilve been a close fnend of R_le Donner smce we were both in the 6th grade We both

graduated from: BHS last June I'm presently 19 years of age RD was w1th me onthe

evemng of December 14 2001 At 7:00° p.m,, the two of us went to the BHS basketball
game, at the BHS gyrn Awhole lot of our classmates had come back from college for
the game, so I'm sure that a lot of them eould conﬁnn that we were there 'I‘he game
was over at 9:30, and we went, just the two of us, out for a pizza. 1 think we went to
the Plzza Paiaee across the street from BHS We had a plzza and 1eft at 11: 30 RD
| drove me home and we talked whlle parked n RD's car for a whﬂe I went 1n31de

alone, and went to bed at 1:00 a.m.

RD told me he had to start work early on Saturday momjng.” I don't knoyv Mel Poole
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- very well. He's some younger kid that likes to hang around the older guys; I've heard

that he's been in trouble with the cops before.

Statement of Bill (Billie) Ash, offered to Dick Diamond on February 1, 2002, at 3:00
p.m.,at Ash's Kane City home:

I'm 17-years-old and a senior at BHS. I've known RD for a couple years. Idon'treally
know MP very wé]l. I just know he's a freshman who hangs around a tough crowd.
The word is that he's a pothead

It was in early January, just after we got back from the Xmas break, when we were”?

talkmg about the burglary at school I was in Florlda with my family during the o

holidays, so I didn't-leam about the break-in until aﬁer school started up.

I've got a friend who is in the school band Whﬂe he didn't lose anytlnng from the

burglary, the locker next to his got cleaned out We were in the cafetena at lunchtu:ne .

talking about the Whole'thmg when MP. came by and Qﬁ"ered to sell some instruments.
I think he mentioned a violin and a trumpet or soxii_ething, and some football jerseys.

I asked MP where he got the stuff and he eventually admitted that he broke into the

~ school with some older guys. He mentioned only one guy by name --Lips, I think he

. said--and said they were guys from South High. RD's name never came up.






